
		June 29, 2022

The United Church of Canada
Shining Waters Regional Council
	

Minutes of a meeting of the
Social and Ecological Justice Commission
Tuesday, June 24, 2025

The Social and Ecological Justice Commission of Shining Waters Regional Council met on June 24, 2025 via Zoom. The meeting began at 12:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Susan Eagle (Chairperson), Lois Brown, Jennifer (Jay) Gordon, Don Ford, Irene Green.
Staff: Shawn Redden, Celio de Andrade Santos, Kim Uyede-Kai.
Regrets: none

Welcome
The chairperson, Susan Eagle, constituted the meeting and welcomed everyone. Susan offered an opening reflection and prayer. Susan also offered an acknowledgement of the land, and stated our commitment to being a safe place for all.

There was a time of check-in.

Quorum
The chairperson declared that there was quorum present. 

Agenda
MOTION by Don Ford /Irene Green				SW-SEJC-2025-06-24-01
That the agenda be approved as circulated. 
MOTION	CARRIED

Minutes
MOTION by Don Ford/Irene Green 				SW-SEJC-2025-06-24-02
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Shining Waters Social and Ecological Justice Commission held May 20, 2025 be approved as circulated. 
MOTION	CARRIED

Business Arising from Minutes and Updates
· Microgrants
· EcoJustice: Beech United – payment request sent May 1, 2025
· Social Justice: Asbury/West United – payment request completed June 9th

· Leading from the Heart (Jay)
MOTION by Jay Gordon /Don Ford 			SW-SEJC-2025-06-24-03
That the Social and Ecological Justice Commission approve a Leading from the Heart Microgrant in the amount of $500 for Hui Huang Hoe.
MOTION	CARRIED

· Bill 5: Letter sent to government leaders signed by President Tina special mailing on May 22nd as an urgent action appeal: https://mailchi.mp/united-church/urgent-appeal?e=ce33294f64
· Encampment Justice Letter re Bill 6 – signed online by President Tina and included in Daring Justice
· Daring Justice sent out June 4th (included Port Nelson petition) https://mailchi.mp/united-church/swrc-daring-justice-newsletter-june-2025?e=ce33294f64
· Jerusalem Voice for Justice – finalized by Lois and Susan and signed by President Tina
· Payment for PalNet hosted event on May 24th was sent to Bathurst United (Judi McCallum). 
· Thank you from PalNet-SW for the support of the May 24th event received May 29th.
· Pipeline Letter to Prospective Financiers – faith leaders letter signed by President Tina
· Contagious Hope – update deferred to September meeting. Susan spoke to Alexa Gilmour and we will discuss this in September, hopefully at an in-person meeting. 
Staff Report (Shawn and Kim)
Kim reported on the Festival of Faith. Kim served as Equity Support and Shawn as Chaplain. Uganda Martyrs choir was supported by IDC and the Region to attend and offer some music leadership during the event.
Shawn reported that the next edition of Daring Justice will be in September following our meeting. 
Reports from sub-committees: 
· Israel / Palestine (Lois) (Shawn) (PalNet-SW)
Report was received from PalNet-SW. 			Appendix 1
Shawn noted that the network has a new chair, Paul Shepherd.

A copy of a letter from the Justice for Palestine Network (JPN) to the General Secretary, Michael Blair was forwarded to the commission. No further action taken.
It was noted that SEJC included several items related to a Just Peace for Palestine and Israel in the June Daring Justice: the ‘Act and Fast with Gaza – June 2025 Take Action’ campaign, the upcoming webinar hosted by UNJPPI on the Justice Proposals for Palestine to General Council 45, and the recent advocacy actions by the UCC calling on the Government of Canada to take urgent action to address the crisis in Gaza.

· Homelessness & Poverty/Income Inequality (Susan, Irene) 
Susan reported that both Bills 5 and 6 passed last week in the legislature without public consultation process between 2nd and 3rd readings. The rally for Bill 6 had about 80 people in attendance. Participants from the rally were turned away and not allowed admittance to the visitor’s gallery.

· Ecological Subcommittee (Don, Jennifer, Susan)
Planet Care Share session is scheduled for tonight. Jay reported that there have been four sessions with good registration but low attendance. These were intended to replace the webinars. Some assessment will need to be made about what format of engagement is best going forth for the fall.

· Living into Right Relations Circle (Lois - Coordinator) 
In Lois’ absence, Kim Uyede-Kai explained that the "Living into Right Relations Circle” was formed as a network, not a formal committee or commission. Kim shared that the circle's purpose was to support local engagement through shared information, connections, and learning. The group had recently been invited to attend occasional online Nations Uniting (Six Nations) presentations, including one about the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, but only one person from Shining Waters attended the most recent one. Kim reported that a newsletter for Indigenous History Month resources was sent in early June.

Planning our work for the Fall
Staff reported that the Regional AGM is October 24-25th, online, similar to the 2023 online format. The Celebration of Ministries service will be held in-person on October 26th (Jubilee United). Kim and Shawn are the staff leads for the Theme and Worship Team. The theme is a continuation of a two-year theme chosen by our Regional President, Tina Conlon: “Sanctuary: Towards a Kindom of Peace, Justice and Reconciliation”.  This theme is rooted in the story from 1 Kings 17 when Elijah found sanctuary in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, then in Zarenphath in the region of Sidon where he stayed with a widow. In both instances, sanctuary was provided not by the wealthy but by people who were the poorest of the poor and considered unclean.  The intention in having a two-year theme is to hear many perspectives and reflect deeply on issues connected to sanctuary, including displacement, housing, reparations, restoration and reconciliation

(12:45 - Lois Brown joined meeting)

The Chairperson invited discussion about the work of the commission, and effectiveness of advocacy strategies to engage like rallies and letter writing. 
Members noted limited avenues for advocacy, and growing public disengagement. There was a shared sense of frustration around government inaccessibility, ineffective advocacy strategies like letter-writing and rallies, and the shrinking landscape of independent media. Suggestions included engaging with more responsive platforms like local MPPs or media allies, organizing a webinar through the commission to raise awareness, and finding new communication strategies. Ultimately, the group emphasized the need for perseverance, stronger alliances, and more effective ways to sustain justice work within and beyond the church.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 16, 2025
		(Likely in-person at Queen’s Park, if possible; time to be decided)

Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Susan offered a blessing. The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.



Appendix 1 – Pal-Net SW Report 

Report to the Social and Ecological Commission of Shining Waters
from Palestine Network, Shining Waters
May, 2025
Palestine Network, Shining Waters met on Tues. May 27, 2025. There were 13 members present. 
Education Group
· Feedback from surveys sent to The Bible and the War in Gaza participants (April, 2025 was positive. Dan Epp-Tiessen is a great presenter and can offer several topics, including antisemitism. We may offer another series on another topic in the future. 
· We need to find a site to host the videos from the session (e.g. UNJPPI, Shining Waters). Ken McEvoy will investigate creating a PalNet SW YouTube channel. Once the videos have been posted we can promote the link in the fall. 

Collaborating for Palestine
· Group members Barbara Lloyd, Jane Enticknap, Ken McEvoy, Robin Wardlaw, Hazel Boyle, Judi McCallum as well as Bathurst member Isabel Douglas were on hand for the film night and discussion of boycott on May 24, 2025 at Trinity St. Paul’s church. Close to 120 people attended. The film was very well received, and there was good participation in the discussion and energy around continuing work for justice through boycott. Many thanks for the energy, skills, and commitment of PalNet SW members who contributed to the success of the evening. We look forward to more justice work with riding groups in the future. A note of thanks was sent to the SEJC for their financial support of the event. 

Palestine Land Exercise
· The Palestine Land Exercise Group continues to work with the revised script from BC and will meet in late June to plan next steps towards holding an in-person event. 
GC 45 Proposals
· An education webinar for GC 45 commissioners on the proposals related to Palestine and Israel will be hosted by UNJPPI on June 18, 2025. The event will be promoted to local GC 45 commissioners through Shining Waters, who we hope will pass along information to the Executive Ministers of other regions for promotion to their commissioners. 
Coalition for Charter Rights
· The by-law passed in Toronto that allows restrictions on protests around “vulnerable institutions.” The Coalition is working to determine what are best next steps. 
PalNet SW Leadership
· PalNet SW welcomed new chair Paul Shepherd and once again thanked Robin Wardlaw and Judi McCallum for their work as chair and secretary respectively. We are still seeking a secretary.

Next Meeting
· PalNet SW will not meet in June but will resume meeting Sept. 23, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Shepherd (chair)
Robin Wardlaw (past chair)
Judi McCallum (secretary)
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