
		June 29, 2022

The United Church of Canada
Shining Waters Regional Council
	

Minutes of a meeting of the
Social and Ecological Justice Commission
Tuesday, November 19, 2024

The Social and Ecological Justice Commission of Shining Waters Regional Council met on November 19, 2024 via Zoom at 1:00 p.m. 

Members Present 
Susan Eagle (Chairperson), Lois Brown, Alexa Gilmour, Jennifer (Jay) Gordon, Don Ford, Irene Green
Staff: Shawn Redden, Celio de Andrade Santos
Regrets: Kim Uyede-Kai

Welcome
The chairperson constituted the meeting at 1:00 pm and welcomed everyone. Alexa Gilmour offered an opening reflection and prayer. Susan Eagle offered an acknowledgement of the land, and stated our commitment to being a safe place for all.

There was a time of check-in, sharing what touchstones offer us hope.

Quorum
The chairperson declared that there was quorum at 1:25 pm. 

Agenda
MOTION by Don Ford / Alexa Gilmour			SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-01
That the agenda be approved with the addition of Esther's resignation and the report from Palnet-SW.
MOTION	CARRIED

Minutes
MOTION by Alexa Gilmour / Lois Brown			SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-02
that the Minutes of the meeting of the Shining Waters Social and Ecological Justice Commission, October 22, 2024 be adopted as circulated.
MOTION							CARRIED

Business Arising from Minutes and Updates
· Gun Violence
The President, Tina Conlon, asked for some editing changes. All the letters have been sent and copies are on file in the Sharepoint folder of Commission letters. A copy of the final letter was included with the article in Daring Justice, which was circulated last week. Alexa suggested that a copy of the letter go to Adele Halliday as she first raised the concern with the Region and the Commission. Shawn will forward a copy to Adele by email.

· Ad hoc committee priorities for funding priorities
The Ad hoc committee for funding priorities received SEJC response listing priorities for our work. A report has gone to Communities of Faith for response to the document. Susan suggested that a copy of this report be included as information with these minutes. We can have discussion at a next meeting if anyone wishes to discuss it further. (Note: the Ad Hoc Committee report and response form, which the commission can reference, is linked here: https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/about/governance/swrc-review-of-ministry-priorities/)
· Revision of GLI letter
The national UCC GLI network meeting discussed the pros and cons of drawing attention to the work of the PEI project and federal-provincial GLI committee. Irene, Susan and Shawn propose we revise the focus of the letter to direct it to the minister and inquire about its mandate, time-line and funding. This requires consent of the commission as there was a motion at the last meeting. 
Action: The Commission agreed we revise the focus of the letter. 

Other Business
Request from President Tina Conlon					Appendix 1
The Commission is asked to endorse her draft letter regarding Highway 413 and Indigenous rights (Appendix 1). It was noted that an addition should be made that the letter is ‘written on behalf of Shining Waters Regional Council’. The question was asked whether there has been consultation with Indigenous communities in drafting this letter and whether there should be. It is suggested that the correct reference to the legislation be inserted; Don Ford will send references. 

MOTION by Don Ford / Jennifer (Jay) Gordon		SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-03
that the Social and Ecological Justice Commission approve in principle the letter proposed by Tina, subject to editorial amendments for clarity, and the question about consultation with indigenous communities.
MOTION							CARRIED

Contagious Hope							Appendices 2 and 3
The proposal from Contagious Hope was deferred from last meeting until we could receive more information (Appendix 2). Alexa summarized the purpose of the project and how the event database can be used to support individual and congregational engagement in local and regional justice work, which is part of the Commission’s mandate. Alexa consulted with Tay Moss from ChurchX and provided a detailed outline of the time and costs involved with the project (Appendix 3). The request is an amount up to $4000 to cover and additional time that may be required for to fix bugs. There was discussion about promotion and potential uptake of the tool. Alexa has some funding for promotion. She anticipated that the UCC Foundation will be keen to promote as they have provided some funding for the project. We can use Daring Justice and plan a promotional strategy at the next regional in-person event. Shawn reported that she clarified the unless Contagious Hope is a registered charity, payment would need to be made to TUCC/ ChurchX should the commission choose to invest in the project. 

MOTION by Jennifer (Jay) Gordon / Don Ford		SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-04
that as a pilot project to enhance communication and engagement with justice issues in Shining Waters Regional Council, the Social and Ecological Justice Commission partner with TUCC (ChurchX) and Contagious Hope to support the development of the Contagious Hope event data base with up to $4,000 from unspent budget of the Commission. 
MOTION							CARRIED

Alexa will request TUCC to prepare and invoice for SEJC.

Microgrants
· Leading from the Heart (Jay)
No report. 
· Environmental and Social Justice (Jay/ Irene)
Irene will send the revised reply received from Temperance to Jay, who will follow up with their contact and try and firm up the application. 

MOTION by Irene Green/ Don Ford				SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-05
that the Commission refer the application from Temperance to the Ecological Subcommittee to work with the applicant group, and have the authority to approve the microgrant application when they are satisfied with the application. 
MOTION							CARRIED

Order of the Day	Guest: Angie Hocking   ahocking@united-church.ca	Appendix 4
Angie Hocking joined the Commission to discuss follow up from the community ministries workshop held last May, and developing region-wide education for communities of faith. (See Appendix 4 for presentation notes.) “Building Community Partnerships” (listed in section two) is the workshop the Community Ministers offered with SEJC last May. 

Question and Discussion key points included:
· Scope of Work for Community Ministers: Susan raised concerns about the burden placed on community ministers to address regional resolutions, noting the tension between local responsibilities and broader outreach across the region. Angie acknowledged these dynamics, highlighting limitations in team capacity and advocating for a balance in prioritizing impactful initiatives.
· Workshops and Accessibility: There’s consensus on the value of workshops addressing issues like homelessness and harm reduction. While some workshops may be more impactful in person (e.g., immersive or scenario-based learning), others can be effectively offered online, increasing accessibility to rural or distant communities.
· Regional and Provincial Relevance: Angie and others emphasized that many issues, such as homelessness and harm reduction, transcend urban centers like Toronto, affecting small towns and rural areas. Leveraging virtual platforms could connect these regions to relevant discussions and resources.
· Collaborative Efforts: Suggestions were made to integrate workshops into broader initiatives, such as capital campaigns or the “Daring Justice” newsletter, to maximize reach and engagement. Expanding partnerships with faith networks outside the GTA could also enhance participation and impact.
· Balancing Educational Roles: Susan and Angie agreed that while educating communities of faith is vital, the workload for community ministers must be manageable. Picking specific, high-impact issues that resonate broadly can help balance local work with regional outreach.
Agreement that we need to discuss further with all three Community Ministers about how SEJC can support the development of region-wide education for communities of faith.  

Reports from sub-committees: 
· Homelessness & Poverty/Income Inequality (Susan, Irene, Alexa) 
GLI Update – Irene (reported above)

Homelessness: Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness, Oct 29-31 – Susan will prepare a summary from the Conference.

Advocacy on Encampments and the Notwithstanding Clause:
Susan, Alexa and Irene discussed resistance efforts against the use of the notwithstanding clause, which impacts encampments and homeless rights. They have drafted a letter addressing these issues, suggesting it be sent to the Premier and shared within communities of faith for advocacy.
Jeff Schlemmer, a guest at an upcoming ISARC Religious Leaders Forum, is coordinating resistance among legal clinics against these initiatives. Alexa highlighted that the Premier may be using the notwithstanding clause debate as a distraction from the lack of affordable housing initiatives: figures indicating 234,000 unhoused individuals in Ontario, and expressed concern about shifting public focus away from the urgent need for housing. 
Proposed Action: Continue advocacy by sending resistance letters to the government and collaborating with existing campaigns like those on Change.org.

MOTION by Alexa Gilmour / Irene Green			SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-06
that the Social and Ecological Justice Commission authorize the Poverty Subcommittee to draft a letter, for the President's signature, addressed to the Premier, expressing concerns regarding the use of the notwithstanding clause, which impacts encampments and homeless rights.
MOTION							CARRIED
Proposed Action: Develop and distribute an Advent-themed message for a special December Daring Justice, emphasizing the connection between homelessness and the Christmas story (e.g., "Jesus as a homeless refugee"), and encouraging congregations to focus on compassion and advocacy for the unhoused. 
Susan, Alexa and Irene will prepare a message and worship resources to be distributed the week of December 2. Agreed.
ISARC Religious Leader’s Forum – Nov 20 will be held at Queens Park.

· Ecological Subcommittee (Esther, Don, Jennifer, Susan)
Workshop, “Near Net Zero by 2030?: Financing and Grant-Writing.” was held November 6, 2024. The workshop went well. At least two congregations are hoping to connect with TUCC. 

Proposal for Planet Care. The sub-committee needs to meet to discuss this idea suggested by Esther. They will report at the next commission meeting.

· Right Relations Subcommittee – no report.

· Anti-Racism Subcommittee – no report

· Israel / Palestine (Shawn) 				           Appendix 5 – PalNet Report
A report from Pal-Net SW is attached to the minutes. Shawn discussed the relationship with PalNet-SW and the Commission. The Transitional Regional Executive wrestled with networks and where they fit into the regional structure and how they would relate to the Region. The Manual Section A states that Networks like PalNet-SW are independent entities that exist alongside but are not formal governance bodies. Within the regional structure, the relationship with Pal-Net SW has, for the most part, been with SEJC. 

Additionally, the issue of Palestine-Israel is an international issue, and therefore the General Council takes lead in communications, and we consider those statements in our discussions.
PalNet lacks its own digital infrastructure, and the Region has assisted with communication and SEJC has supported educational events and requests from our budget. Previously, Regional Staff worked with Pal-Net Executive to host the “Raising Our Voices” resource on the Shining Waters website. Shawn noted that with the training event for the Palestinian Land Exercise, the Region may be asked to help facilitate requests for information and training through the website. Regional staff (Shawn) will also need to collaborate with Pal-Net about how this new resource may be rolled out within the Region, as she will likely receive inquiries. 
Presently, SEJC has a sub-committee for Palestine-Israel, but it is not active, and we have limited volunteer resources for this work. Shawn has asked Pal-Net to send regular reports to our meetings (Appendix 5), now that Brian is no longer a member of the commission and had been reporting. She also has a responsibility to share information that comes from the General Council and Regional staff network.
Kim and Shawn met with the Executive of PalNet-SW during the UNJPPI Conference.
After some consultation, Shawn suggests that it would be helpful to clarify the Region's (SEJC) and Palnet’s roles. She proposed working with PalNet-SW and the Commission to prepare a draft proposal that formalizes our understanding of how we collaborate and relate with the network. 

Susan stated there is already something documented in our minutes. At the time Pal-New desired autonomy while collaborating as a partner (e.g., for communication support or funding specific events). Shawn noted there is some confusion and lack of documentation about this agreement, suggesting a review of past minutes for clarity.
Suggested Next Steps: first, locate the existing agreement to ensure alignment and understanding. Later plan for PalNet representatives to meet with the Commission to discuss their activities and needs. 
Staff Report	- Shawn and Kim
No additional items. The Daring Justice news following our October meeting was just distributed and so included relevant November information. The staff had not planned to prepare an issue for December as the Commission does not usually meet. As agreed earlier, Susan and Alexa would like to prepare an Advent message that could be distributed the week of December 2nd. They will prepare and forward to staff.

New Business
No other new business

Next Meetings  
The commission agreed that they will not have a meeting in December. 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025 - Reflection Volunteer: Irene Green.

Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Susan offered a closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at 3:33 p.m.
MOTION by Irene Green					SW-SEJC-2024-11-19-07 
That the SEJC meeting is adjourned. 
MOTION							CARRIED

















Appendix 1 - Request from President Tina Conlon – Draft Letter

To: Prime Minister
      Minister of the Environment, Canada
      Minister of Indigenous Affairs, Canada
      The Leader of the Loyal Opposition for Canada
      Premier of Ontario
      The Leader of the Loyal Opposition for Ontario

I am writing to express my concern on the subject of Ontario Highway 413, and the overreaching legislation currently under consideration in the Legislature of Ontario. The proposed mega-highway will destroy thousands of acres of farmland and hundreds of acres of Greenbelt.

If our greenbelts can now be paved to make way for expressways, no forest, farm or watershed is safe anywhere in Canada. Stopping the 413 is crucial to all of us.

In my view, this legislation is presented without due consideration of the rights of the Indigenous People of Treaty 13, and specifically of the rights of the Mississaugas of the Credit, who are parties to Treaty 13.

This legislation effectively strips the Mississaugas of the Credit of their treaty and constitutional rights to engage in meaningful consultation when the government considers a project that will impinge on their lands and rights.

Under this legislation, Highway 413 is "fast tracked." Fast tracking is inimical to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent. 

Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) is an inherent right of Indigenous peoples in Canada. It describes processes that are free from manipulation or coercion, informed by adequate and timely information, and occur sufficiently prior to a decision that Indigenous rights and interests can be incorporated or addressed effectively as part of the decision-making process. FPIC process ensures that Indigenous communities have the right to give or withhold consent to proposals that may affect the treaty lands they traditionally occupy, or otherwise use. As a framework for reconciliation, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirms FPIC and provides guidelines for interactions between nation-states and Indigenous peoples.

According to Mark LaForme, outgoing director of The Department of Consultation of the Mississaugas of the Credit, "We never gave up the opportunity to sustain ourselves from these lands. We never gave up the waters in our treaty lands," LaForme said. "[Highway 413] is going to severely impact and destroy Mississaugas of the Credit's harvesting cultural treaty and other Aboriginal rights on our treaty lands."

These comments of Mr. LaForme underline the substantial violation of the rights of the Mississaugas of the Credit that will result from this legislation.
We ask the Province to withdraw the legislation. We ask the federal government, as guarantor of the rights of Indigenous Peoples, to assure the protection of those rights.

Appendix 2 - Empowering Faith Communities to Make A Difference
About Us:
Contagious Hope collaborates with faith communities to harness their unique gifts for local needs and advocate for justice, equity, and sustainability.
Who We Serve:
Faith communities have unique opportunities to unite their resources and address critical social issues. However, many face significant barriers including limited volunteers, staff hours, or expertise to tackle these challenging problems and support vulnerable people. Contagious Hope empowers communities to:
Ignite positive change Use their unique talents Amplify collective impact
Proposal Overview:
Contagious Hope seeks funding to enhance our Event Database, a pivotal program in fostering connections among people of faith committed to ecological and social justice. This initiative aims to develop an AI-driven scraping tool that automatically populates the database with relevant outreach and justice opportunities across the region.
Current Status:
Our current database is ready to serve as a central hub for events such as protests, public talks, educational gatherings, and volunteer outreach opportunities. With features like location mapping and advanced search options, it efficiently links like- minded individuals and organizations, bolstering our mission towards a critical intercultural church of justice.
 Project Enhancement:
The proposed AI tool will automate the extraction of event data from various online platforms, ensuring a steady flow of updated and relevant opportunities. This development is crucial for maintaining the database's relevance and utility, encouraging more active engagement from our community.
Funding Request:
Total Cost: $5,600 – $6,000
Already Raised: $2,000 
Funding Request: $3,600 – $4,000
Utilization of Funds:
The funds will primarily cover software development costs, including the AI tool's programming and integration with the existing database system.

Ongoing Costs:
Once the AI tool is built, the database will be free for all to access. A nominal monthly subscription will offer direct updates to subscribers’ inboxes and cover the yearly costs of website Maintenance and database Management.
Impact:
The enhanced database will significantly increase our capacity to mobilize volunteers and promote justice initiatives, directly aligning with the commission's mandate to enact social and ecological justice within and beyond our communities.
Conclusion:
Supporting this project would not only enrich our existing resources but also amplify our collective impact in championing justice and ecological awareness. We invite the Social Ecological Justice Commission to join us in this vital endeavor, propelling our shared vision forward. For further discussion or inquiries, please contact us at info@contagioushope.ca.


Appendix 3 - Empowering Faith into Action Digital Tool

The detailed estimate from developers
· Initial version—able to import ICS files into Database -7WD
· plugin setup and database structure - 1WD
· Event Sources list (Add/edit/delete sources) - 1 WD
· Public ICS file - process with en external library and cronjob setup - 3 WD
· Check now - 1 WD
· Local settings of the plugin: Max number of sources allowed , Max “look ahead time” for future events (in days),Max number of new entries to be added per source per day, Must designate a database to access . - 2WD
· Pending Event Queue, These are events that have been scraped and require verification. - 2 WD
· Allow batch changes (check box next to each item) - 1 WD
· These are events that have been scraped and require verification.Button to “accept” or “ignore” any scraped events . - 1 WD
· “ignored” events could be sent to another screen whether they would be preserved for 7 days, then deleted - 1 WD
· Logging - 1 WD

Total Dev Time = 14 days * 8hours/day * $50/hour = $5,600.  We should probably expect some little bug fixes and things and put in a contingency, and round up to $6,000.

Why this is Good
· The most challenging process of creating a single place to access information about ALL these events across multiple organizations is simply how tedious it is frequently check a bunch of different websites
· This would automate that process and reduce it to a single step of simply "approving" or "ignoring" possible events 
· The resulting database can search WITHOUT logging into CHURCHx, it's already embedded in the Contagious Hope website,
· Thus giving maximum access for people who want to live their faith through social action


Appendix 4 – Order of the Day Guest: Angie Hocking   

Region-wide educational offerings from Community Ministers 
(Brainstorm doc!)

Projects already in the works:

Broke Church – An emerging, public-facing project that explores how Christians can learn to recognize people experiencing poverty and homelessness as actors and agents within the church, rather than passive recipients of charity outside the church. Broke Church project will invite learners into an enriching understanding of how meaningful inclusion can and will transform us all.   

First phase of this project is (nearly) fully funded, and will take the form of a podcast, where people will share their stories of exclusion within the church due to their poverty and marginalization they experience. 

Workshops already offering:

Consultation with outreach programs – CM’s unique lens can help church communities think about how they are engaging with people in their communities and what they could change or build on that leads them to fresh and exciting new territory in their ministries and communities

Engaging with people in Crisis – Workshops that assist communities in practical engagement and situational management, in settings that engage with people who are greatly marginalized and experiencing multiple barriers. These workshops can focus on practical trainings such as compassionate engagement, crisis management, harm reduction, and more. 

Homelessness in the GTA – an overview of the current climate in the GTA region of homelessness and the housing crisis, which illustrates how difficult it is to get out of and navigate the system, and highlights key points of advocacy that is needed by faith communities 

Faith and Harm Reduction – Creating a safe space for Christians to learn about harm reduction work, discuss the issue theologically, and safe space to ask hard questions and support each other through the process of unpacking our biases and creating space for healing, engagement, and love in our church communities for people who use drugs

Building Community Partnerships – Community ministries are intimately connected to community partners; the very nature of our structure depends on it. This session can teach faith communities how to become a voice of influence and relevance in their communities. 

Food security and sovereignty – (Tina) Food sovereignty aims to transform food systems and societies by giving people more control over food production, distribution, and consumption.  

Workshops that would be easy for Community Ministers to offer (natural fit/lots of experience):

Community Organizing as Church Work – Community ministers don’t simply engage in charity work – they come along side of people in their community, capacity build, and work together for our shared liberation.  Sharing in this workshop the differences between charity work and community organizing/engagement work, and inspiring churches with ideas and stories to engage in new approaches in ministry

Immersive learning sessions for church communities – a immersion program that invites a congregation committee to visit all 3 community ministries in Toronto over the course of a few days/visits, and be inspired by how the transformational work of the Community Ministry model can inform their future. This can be offered as a ‘retreat style’ experience, or in other formats. 

Community Assessment workshops and opportunities – learn how to see your community differently and assess its needs. Including teaching concepts like asset mapping, and leading a community walk (neighbourhood exegesis, community asset mapping, etc) – this would be a great workshop to train marginalized folks to teach/train

What does accessibility look like for the poor? Evaluation and Engagement Tool – For communities that want to engage deeper around becoming a relevant faith community for people who are marginalized, Community Ministers can lead an assessment and evaluation full day workshop

Relevant community-based funding opportunities – Community ministries are a fresh expression of our faith, and also are vital and relevant community asset for the neighbourhood. Thus, they are well positioned for unique fundraising opportunities in their communities. This session could delve into inspiring creative opportunities to fund alternative church communities and initiatives that are taking on a similar model. 

Supporting Refugees in today’s climate  (Ruth and Angie)







Appendix 5 – PalNet-SW Report

Report to the Social and Ecological Justice Commission of Shining Waters
from Palestine Network, Shining Waters Region - November 19, 2011

PalNet SW met on Oct. 22, 2024. 14 members were in attendance. The following areas were discussed and actions proposed: 
· GC 44 and GC 45
Background
At the Oct. 19 meeting of GC44 passed a proposal that affirmed the application of justice principles to the conflict in Israel and Palestine (GCE10), particularly enabling BDS and rejecting Israel’s apartheid system. In the days following the meeting Carmen Lansdowne issued a pastoral letter about the decision (https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2024-10/pastoral-letter-gc44_oct2024.pdf) as well as an FAQ (https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2024-10/faqs_gc-palestine-israel_oct-2024.pdf). Here is a crucial passage from the FAQ:

What is the General Council saying in passing this proposal? 
In passing this proposal, the General Council is affirming their ongoing commitment to making decisions on social justice issues, in this case the conflict in Israel and Palestine, through a principle-based approach.

And, they are concluding that the application of principles in this case, leads the church towards action in ways that previous policy decisions had restricted—namely the fuller use of BDS strategies and the recognition of Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories as apartheid. The passing of this proposal more clearly aligns the advocacy of The United Church of Canada with the consistent and repeated calls of its partners in the region.

The two proposals that emerged from PalNet SW that were sent to GC44 were:
· SW02 https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Raising-our-Voice-GC-equity-vers-submitted.pdf 
· SW09 https://unjppi.org/uploads/3/4/3/8/34381416/justice_and_peace_gc_equity_vers_-_submitted.pdf. 
These proposals were set aside until the proposal to adopt a principles-based approach to justice issues had been passed. 

Action
In light of the good news emerging from the Oct. 19th meeting PalNet SW looks forward to seeing what action is taken by the General Secretary and is contemplating proposals for GC45 that address other crucial aspects of the situation in Palestine. Robin Wardlaw is researching what other progressive North American Christian denominations are bringing forward to their leadership and beginning to create some draft proposals.
Robin will also write a letter to General Council regarding PalNet’s displeasure at the inclusion of a representative from Canadian Institute for Jewish Affairs (CIJA) at GC44 while the director of the Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Centre in Jerusalem, one of the UCC’s partner organizations who was in attendance was not introduced or invited to speak at any time. On behalf of PalNet SW Robin is requesting that representation at General Council meetings be from partner organizations of The United Church of Canada. He is also encouraging the return of in person meetings for GC45 (which appears to be the case) to allow for better process, noting that our experience of the GC44 online process was that it hobbled genuine discussion, and prevented Commissioners from raising important points of order or personal privilege regarding the process.

Recent decisions and opinions by the ICC, the ICJ, and the UN Security Council
PalNet SW understands that recent opinion and decisions by the Criminal Court, the International Court of Justice, and the UN Security Council need to be heard and understood by United Church community of faith members in order for them to see the global implications of what is happening in Palestine and Israel. Not only is the situation in Palestine one that demands justice and compassion, it is also an issue of international law, and Canada’s complicity puts it at risk of being in violation of international law. 

Church and mission staff now have the impetus to get going on a communications campaign, not only in light of these opinions and decisions of international bodies, but with the affirmation and support of General Council. PalNet SW member George Bartlett has agreed to create a concise one-page overview of these decisions and their implications as an aid to educating congregations. 

· Prayer Circle, rally and March Oct. 5, 2024
Ken McEvoy and George Bartlett attended a prayer service and rally on Oct. 5 to mark the anniversary of Oct. 7. The prayer service took place in Holy Trinity Church and the rally in Dundas Square was organized by the group Samidoun. The event was supported by a number of faith groups. On Oct. 15, 2024 Samidoun was designated a terrorist organization by the Government of Canada. While both George and Ken found some of the chants of the group to be antisemitic, we understand that the designation of such groups as terrorist is highly problematic. George Bartlett sent around the following document from the International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/News-Digest--Canada-must-abolish-rights-violating-terrorist-entities-list--ICLMG-statement---action---Oct-29-webinar-feat-ICLMG-.html?soid=1110839102458&aid=qSsX-jRLQcY

· Education
The Education Group (Barbara Lloyd, Adele Boy) is planning a three-part webinar “From Scripture to Gaza” that shows how scripture has been weaponized, contributing to the horrifying outcomes we see in Gaza as well as in the West Bank. The series will take place in April with instructor Dan Epp-Thiessen.
A number of PalNet SW members were registered for the UNJPPI National Conference on Nov. 1 and 2, 2024 as well as the Palestine Land Exercise on Oct. 31. 
· Relationship with SEJC Shining Waters
Shining Waters relies on PalNet SW for information as well as some guidance and opinion about education and action with respect to justice in Palestine and Israel. PalNet SW members Brian McIntosh and Lois Brown have retired and so far, no members have come forward to volunteer to sit on SEJC. We are exploring other models of involvement with SEJC that don’t involve full membership in the commission. 
PalNet SW relies on support from Shining Waters in many ways, but especially for communication with members of communities of faith in the region. We look forward to discussions about how we can perhaps utilize vehicles such as the region’s web site and social media presence, as well as possibly contributing content to Daring Justice. 
PalNet SW recognizes the importance of our relationship with Shining Waters and considers it a priority. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robin Wardlaw (chair)
Judi McCallum (secretary)
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