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The Intercultural Diversity Commission of Shining Waters Regional Council met on Tuesday, October, 28, 2024, online by zoom. The meeting began at 6:30 p.m. 


Present: Amy Lee (Chair), Néstor Medina, John Joseph Mastandrea, Innocent Karuhanga, Joel Aguirre, Hedy Baker-Graf.
Regrets: Amber Lee Rowe
Staff: Shawn Redden 

Welcome
Chairperson Amy Lee welcomed everyone. 

Land Acknowledgment
Amy Lee acknowledged the land. 

Prayer and Reflection
Amy lit a candle to remind us of God’s presence in us, among us, and beyond us.
We recognize this to be a safe space. Amy shared Gospel reading in her mother tongue and shared the reading in English on the screen.
Mark 4:30-34 parable of the mustard seed.

Remembering in prayer our former Moderator The Very Rev. the Honorable Dr. Lois Wilson and the Rev John Young-Jung Lee.
We celebrate both as faithful disciples of Jesus fulfilling God's mission with seeds of faith.
Vision is the art of seeing the invisible. How are you nurturing the seeds you are planting?
We pray that the seeds of hope may grow through IDC work and bear much fruit.

Agenda 
The agenda was approved by consensus.

Sharing Circle
The commission members had a time of sharing personal, community, and community of faith news as they arrived.

Minutes
The minutes of the May 27, 2024, and Meeting Notes for September 17, 2024 as circulated were approved by consensus.

Staff updates (Shawn)
Daring Justice: Shawn advised that another issue of the Daring Justice newsletter will go out next week. We would like to see more articles about aspects of the Commission's work. For example, last month, SEJC did a story about Lois Wilson's advocacy for GLI. Similarly, articles about intercultural diversity would be welcomed. 

GC Youth Forum - There is a goal of having 100 youth/young adults (ages 15-25) in attendance for the General Council meeting and the UCC 100th Anniversary. Of those 100 youth, there is a goal to have 50% who identify as racialized or indigenous. There was an excellent turnout from Uganda Martyrs Church at the first information session. There is a second information session this Saturday. The Faith Formation News mailing that went out to the Region last week has the information for the session. Please encourage youth in your congregations to attend and learn more. The application process will be announced by late November. We will be looking for 4-5 youth/young adults from Shining Waters Region.

Update on task group work on Seoul Presbytery PROK proposal for Partner in Mission “Memorandum of Agreement” 
Last meeting was held June 24th; a meeting will happen with Seoul Presbytery in June 2025 to celebrate UCC 100th anniversary. Work by task group continues.

IDC Response-SWRC Review of Ministry & Funding Priorities, Ad Hoc Committee 
IDC Response was submitted using input from our September meeting notes.

New Business
Finance: 
IDC Grant Circle: planning team of Joel, Néstor, Innocent, John Joseph, and Amy will meet to look at purpose of micro-grants, details for the application, amounts, etc. November 18th. at 6:30pm. Funding Book Publication - Néstor is asking whether the Commission may be interested in supporting a writing project around decolonizing the church and giving a voice to ethno-racial communities. The book will be published by McGill Queens Press. There will be several contributions from UCC individuals. They will need to raise $6000. There are other funding sources in the works, including some other grants. A decision will be made at the November meeting. 

Workshop for Ethnic Congregations around how the UCC understands inclusive and expansive language. Potential dates for 2025 and location: May preferred (Easter is April). Suggestion as potential date: May 3rd. (Saturday). We need to have clarity about the purpose of the event.  Kim will lead us in a discussion at our November meeting about the content and format. The consensus is that a workshop where people can participate in exercises and conversation is preferred over lecture / seminar style. Néstor will be available to work with Kim. However, he will not be at the November meeting.

Next meeting
Funding meeting November 18th 6:30 to discuss microgrants
Monday, November 25, 2024, on Zoom 6:30-8:30 p.m.
a. Opening prayer: Amy will ask Amber Lee
b. Land acknowledgement: Amy will ask Amber Lee

Chairperson, Amy Lee, closed the gathering with prayer.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.




