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The Intercultural Diversity Commission of Shining Waters Regional Council met on Monday, March 25, 2024, by video conference. The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 

Present: Amy Lee (Chair), Néstor Medina, John Joseph Mastandrea, Amber Lee Rowe, Innocent Karuhanga.

Regrets: Joel Aguirre, Hedy Baker-Graf.

Staff:  Kim Uyede-Kai, Celio de Andrade

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, Opening Reflection, and Prayer
Amy Lee welcomed everyone and Néstor Medina gave an acknowledgement of the land, and an opening reflection.  

The Commission acknowledged a commitment to being a safe place for all people to gather and participate in our Region.

Agenda 
The agenda was approved as circulated by consensus. 

Sharing Circle
The commission members had a time of sharing personal, community, and community of faith news. 

Minutes
The minutes of the Commission meeting held February 26, 2024 were approved by consensus, as circulated.

Staff Updates – Kim Uyede-Kai
Kim reported about the new staff member, Sean Redden (she/her), who recently joined Shining Waters and staffs social justice and faith formation. Sean is currently living in New Brunswick but plans to move to Ontario.

Kim also reported an update on the Remit One vote, with only 70% of communities of faith voting so far, despite extensive efforts to encourage participation.

Update on Disability Justice Webinars Series – Kim Uyede-Kai
Amy and Kim discussed updates on the Disability Justice Webinar Series, noting the importance of a disability audit for the United Church and the need for expanding the initiative in their region. They also shared the successful participation in the webinars and the importance of including marginalized communities.


Update on task group work on Seoul Presbytery PROK proposal for Partner in Mission “Memorandum of Agreement” – Amy Lee
The Planning Team planned a follow-up meeting to discuss a memorandum of agreement, with Néstor being welcomed to the team. They will begin but with the understanding that any further actions would have to wait until Kim's sabbatical was over on October 31.

Translation work – Kim Uyede-Kai
Kim reported that two Korean translated documents, "The Ministry and Personnel Handbook" and "The Search and Selection Handbook for Pastoral Relations," are ready to be uploaded to the website. Additionally, two smaller documents have been translated: "Process for Mutual Recognition of Ministries between the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) and The United Church of Canada” and "Supply Policy and Process: Exception for Ethnocultural or Linguistic Specific Congregations". All four documents have been translated, edited, proofread, and are now ready to be uploaded to the Shining Waters Regional Council Website.

Members suggested that the Community of Faith information on Church Hub be translated next. Kim will continue to follow up with Chinese translations that might be needed. 

New Business
The commission had a request from the United Church Black Clergy Network for financial support for an event at Emanuel College from March 27 to 29. 

MOTION by John Joseph Mastandrea / Amber Lee Rowe that the Intercultural Diversity Commission will give $500 to the Black Clergy Network to support their event at Emmanuel College from March 27 to 29. 
MOTION							CARRIED


Next meeting
Monday, April 22, 2024, in person at 7 pm at 6255 Bathurst Street. 
Innocent Karuhanga agreed to offer a meal prayer.

Next Zoom meeting
Monday, May 27, 6-8 p.m.
Land acknowledgement and opening reflection for the meeting.  _________________

Closing
The meeting was ended with Amy offering a prayer and the meeting closed at 7:12 p.m. 
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