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2022 for The Centre for Christian Studies (CCS) was a year full of preparation, anticipation, and 
adjustment. It began with the departure of David Lappano (former program staff) and Michelle 
Owens (former principal). It set the stage for two search teams to look for new staff. Meanwhile, 
Ken Delisle served as the interim principal for most of the year until the arrival of the new 
principal. Through several months of internal preparation, discussion, and searching, CCS now 
has new Program Staff Alcris Limongi and Alan Lai, the new principal. They both started in the 
month of October. 
 
Alcris Limongi came to CCS from Parkdale United Church in Ottawa, where she served as the 
Minister of Pastoral Care. Alan came from Vancouver, where he was the minister serving South 
Arm United Church in Richmond. Alcris originally came from Venezuela, and Alan, Hong Kong. 
Together, they bring intercultural perspectives and years of leading anti-racism and intercultural 
learning to the CCS community. Covenanting service for Alcris and Alan were conducted on 
November 23rd, at Westworth United Church in Winnipeg. 
 
With the assemble of the new team complete, the staff spent the last few months of the year 
building new relationships and sharing ideas and practices. The spirit of exploration and 
relationship building was high. With Alan’s photographic and video production skills, CCS has 
begun to post more updates and videos on the school’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
 
While the searches were going on most of the year, CCS’s programs and operation continued 
smoothly with dedicated staff and volunteers. CCS continues to offer courses online and in-person, 
which include: Power and Privilege, Ages and Stages, Ministry as Community-building, Health, 
Pain, & Trauma. CCS Fridays is a series of free, one-hour online workshops and discussions 
offered mostly once a month to connect friends and the wider community. On April 3rd, during the 
Annual Service of Celebration, Aileen Urquhart was awarded the Companion of the Centre Award. 
 
Financially, CCS continues to rely on the commitment of the denomination and generous donors 
who believe in the mission of the school. Lori Stewart, our Development Coordinator, has done a 
fantastic job connecting with donors and applying for grants and funding. While denomination 
funding is decreasing, and Endowment portfolio is not as promising as before, we are committed 
to working towards financial sustainability. We are thankful that many of our donors remain 
committed to diaconal education and bless us with extraordinary generosity in 2022. CCS is 
anticipating major Endowment fundraising campaign in the coming years. 
 
There is no doubt the pandemic has challenged the school on many fronts, including programming, 
student enrolment, marketing, and so on. It disrupted more than just in-person gathering, but also 
concepts of theological education, teaching, learning, and service in the world. However, the 
process of rebuilding has begun. 
 
We are blessed with collaborative, generous partners, including: 

Anglican and United Churches 
Diakonia of The United Church of Canada 



Anglican Deacons 
Diakonia of the Americas and Caribbean  
Diaconal Mentors, Field Placements, Learning Facilitators, Local Committee members,  
Council and Committee volunteers 
St Andrew's College 
St Stephen's College 
Sandy Saulteaux Spiritual Centre 
Strategic Charm (social media managers) 
 

Our Yearbook, Financial Statements, and Annual Report may be found at: 
http://ccsonline.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-Year-Book.pdf 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Alan Lai, Principal 
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